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Of the Heart and Mind
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Eyes in a Darkened Room

Duplicity

Oscar® winner Julia Rob-
erts and Clive Owen star as two
sexy spies-turned-corporate op-
eratives in the midst of a clandes-
tine love affair. When they find
themselves on either side of an all-
out corporate war, they'll put eve-
rything on the line to remain one
double-cross ahead in a high-
stakes game of cat-and-mouse.
From writer/director Tony Gilroy
(seven-time Oscar®-nominated
Michael Clayton) comes the film
critics are raving about: "Roberts
and Owen have sizzling chemistry
in this instant classic."(Lou Lu-
menick, New York Post). From Du-
plicity web-site.

The story line keeps you
intrigued and guessing as to the
real motive of both the charac-
ters; Karl (Owen) and Claire
(Roberts) in how they relate to
each other. Are they really in love
or are they just using each other?

As commercial spies, like
other spy movies, there is also the
question of being a double agent.
Are they double agents?

|

This movie brings to light
the whole issue of integrity ina
person. In particular, we see in-
tegrity (or the lack of it) in the
workplace. Who are we? Are we
living a duplicity?

In an informational age
and knowledge economy, the ac-
tual line between collecting mar-
ket intelligence and commercial
espionage is very fine. One is an
important part of data collection
and keeping up with competition.
The other, is a moral issue that
the law is not particularly helpful
in providing clarity. How are
Christians to tread through this
muddle of ethical mine field and
remain faithful to God?

Consider two brothers-in-
Christ working in the same indus-
try. On the one hand, they are to
collaborate and work towards the
betterment of their industry for
the Kingdom of God. On the other
hand, perhaps working for compa-
nies who are competitors creates
a very tentative situation. What
are the boundaries? How are they
to be genuine friends and remain
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faithful to God, each other and
their employer?

Living a life as a spy as the
movie presents, creates a certain
mindset. This is also present in
other occupations. Our work and
how things are done within the in-
dustry, shapes our thinking, world-
view and how we approach various
situations. As for Karl and Claire,
they are always double guessing mo
tives, searching for clues and evi-
dences. It comes to a point in their
relationship at which their love and
loyalty to each other was fested.
But they second guessed each oth-
ers’ motives and authenticity in the
relationship. How does one proves
your true self when you have been
living a lie? In the reality of life,
people who lives the lie, more often
than not, also become lost in that
lie. They no longer know who they
really are. Do you?
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